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the increased prices and scarcity of food, are naturally
the more bitter and they do not hesitate to express their
dissatisfaction. They know that during the first days
of the invasion they were not allowed on the streets, so
as not to witness the removal of Czech public property
into the German Reich. Women, who had a motherly
love for the soldiers, wept when they were disarmed.
They have developed a political sense which will leave
its mark on the whole of family life. They have seen how
felsely bandaged * wounded' have been exhibited in
Prague as * victims of Hussite barbarity' and used as
propaganda material. They see with what cunning the
Germans on the one hand court their loyalty and devotion
and, on the other, suppress the Czechs and restrict their
former free development. The hate of the Germans among
the women goes so far to-day that no Czech woman will
dance with a German soldier, knowing as they do that the
soldiers' friendliness is two-faced. The women, too, are
often the cause of fracas at public dances, and are the
bitterest enemies of the present regime in die Protectorate.
They are punishing the usurpers with cold stares, which
not even the decorative uniforms of the * Germania'
S.S. corps or the castle guard can thaw.

The possibilities of war were naturally discussed
only in the utmost intimacy, since it must be admitted
that there were some Czechs who preferred Germany's
favour and protection to that of the Western Powers.
There was no fear of war, for the Czechs realised that
they had nothing to lose and that war would mean
the end of Hitler and the beginning of the reconquest